
The written book is a literary work, therefore 
the author automatically has copyright on 
this, simply by merit of its creation. As Munari 
passed away in 1998, the period of copyright 
would normally last 70 years after this date for 
a written work, so until the year 2068. After 
this date, it would be “out of copyright,” or in 
the public domain, which would mean it can 
generally be reproduced freely.

The inside page of the book states “the moral 
right of the author has been asserted” – this 
means the author has claimed the right to be 
recognised as the author, and can legitimately 
object to the derogatory treatment of the work, 
or to any false attribution.

The original text has also been translated into 
English by Patrick Creagh – this translation was 
copyrighted in its own right in 1971.

The designed object I’ve chosen is a paperback copy of Design as Art,  
a book written by Milanese designer Bruno Munari. 
The book was originally published in 1966 in Italian by Editori Laterza.

Copyright Design
The physical book was designed by 
Germano Facetti and this too would 
generally be protected by copyright. On 
the edition published by Penguin Modern 
Classics in 2008, it states that the cover 
design is by YES and the cover icons were 
designed by Bruno Munari. The layout 
of a published edition of a written work 
normally lasts 25 years from the date of its 
initial publication, so this would protect it 
until 2033.

The paperback copy of Design as Art states 
that it should not be lent, resold, hired 
or circulated in any alternative form of 
binding or cover, other than the one it was 
published in (a condition of sale), without 
gaining consent from the publisher first. So 
it is thereby protected from being rebound 
or sold in an a different format. 

“The sharing of [published] material to the public online is an act protected by copyright. This means it is   
not legal to share published material online without the permission of the rights holder, often the publisher. 
Unfortunately, an author cannot grant you permission to share their published work if they don’t hold the 
rights to do so.

“You must seek permission from the rights holder before you share any published material (including filmed 
readings, podcast recordings and pages copied from a book) with the public. If you aren’t sure who holds the 
rights, contact the publisher to check.“       
              - Scottish Book Trust, 2020.

A note on book readings and copyright...


